Running Head: THE PROGRESSIVE ERA		1

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA		5





The Progressive Era
Institution
Course
Name









The progressive era is a period in the US history that occurred between 1877 and the 1920s. It is a period that marks intense political and social reforms that were mainly aimed at making progress toward a better society. The reformers of this time were looking for ways through which they could tie together the power of the federal government to deal with the immoral and unfair business practices, decrease corruption incidence as well as thwarting the negative social influence of industrialization (Frankel, Dye, & Conference on Women in the Progressive Era, 2010). It is during the progressive era that employees and consumers’ protections were reinforced and women were finally given a chance to take part in the democratic processes such as voting. 
I learned from the investigations that the progressive era occurred during the time when the US was undergoing industrialization. Industrialization in the United States of America was characterized by both positive and negative impacts. The corporate bosses were pursuing unethical and unfair business practices that were focused on eliminating competition while at the same time aiming to boost their profits. The factory workers whom were in most cases migrants were exposed to poor living and working conditions. Political corruption made the politicians rich at the expense of the lower and working classes which consisted of individuals who were trying to make ends meet (Frankel, et al., 2010). This gave rise to the progressive movement. This movement consisted of progressive reformers who wanted to control the private sector, came up with strengthened workers protections and consumers, exposed corruption going on within the government as well as the big companies and generally improved the society.
My perception did not change about the progressive era. In the past I thought the progressive era as a period in which there were some changes made which were meant to improve on different things within the society. For example, in the past I saw the progressive era as a time when the workers and consumers were protected from being exhausted by the companies. My perception with regard to the protection of the workers was not different from what I have learned in the publications that I have gone through. Most of the employees were immigrants and the companies were taking advantage of them and made them work under poor conditions. These poor working conditions are the ones that provoked the formation of the worker’s union that fought for good working conditions and increase pay rate. However, the progressive era had its dark side with regard to the immigrants. The labor unions appeared to be very active in the progressive politics. They supported restrictions that were imposed against the immigrants and spewed xenophobic rhetoric which saw the reformers blame the immigrants for low wages (Frankel, et al., 2010).  This led to the foundation of the National Quota Law of 1921 as well as the Immigration Act of 1917 which punitively limited immigration founded on ethnic group and left out almost all Asian migrants. 
The evidence that I found to be most striking is that of progressive politics that led to the restrictions that were imposed on immigration. The labor unions got actively involved in the progressive politics which were meant to support the restrictions on immigrations. It is also the same labor unions that saw the birth of the xenophobic rhetoric where the supporters of the idea seemed to be blaming the immigrants for low wages as well as the poor working conditions. During this era, there were made federal immigration policies which were meant to limit immigration based on nationality (Tara, 2016). The same thing could be connected to what we saw the other day when former President Donald Trump was in power. The president was cultivating for a similar perception that saw the Americans blame the immigrants on the poor wages and the poor working conditions.
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